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Business Connections: Automotive Innovation & Local Partnerships — Collie

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) successfully delivered its latest Business Connections session,
celebrating local innovation, partnerships, and enterprise. The event also marked the launch of the first rental car
hire agent in Collie since the early 2000s.

The evening showcased the collaboration between Budget-Chalkwest Pty Ltd and Collie Auto Tech, two leading
automotive businesses bringing expanded vehicle rental, transport, and service solutions to the Collie region. Guests
also enjoyed networking over Muja Pizza Bar’s renowned pizzas, which have returned to the community in a new
mobile food van format.

Event Highlights
The event celebrated Collie’s vibrant local business community, spotlighting innovative partnerships and family
legacies that continue to shape the region.

Attendees were introduced to a significant local partnership between Budget-Chalkwest Pty Ltd, Western Australia’s
largest Aboriginal-owned vehicle rental provider, and Collie Auto Tech, a trusted Repco Authorised Service provider.
This collaboration now offers convenient access to rental vehicles and industrial transport solutions alongside expert
diagnostics, repairs, and maintenance enhancing automotive services for local motorists, businesses, and fleet
operators.

Guests also heard the inspiring story of Muja Pizza Bar, a family-run business that first became a local favourite in
the 1980s. With support from the Collie Small Future Grant program, the iconic pizzas have returned in a fresh,
mobile format—continuing a proud family legacy and bringing beloved flavours to a new generation.

Quotes attributed to:

Alecia Swan, Collie Auto Tech owner, expressed her gratitude for the event’s success:

“For our town, this is an exciting step forward. It means greater access to reliable vehicle rental options, supported
locally by a team that already understands the needs of Collie businesses, families, and industry. Collie Auto-Tech is
built on integrity, quality and community. I’'m proud that we can now support Collie rental operations locally, helping
customers access reliable vehicles while ensuring maintenance and service support is close to home.”

Tara van Beuningen, CEO of Collie CCl, said:

“This Business Connections session highlights the innovation and collaboration happening right here in Collie. The
partnership between Budget-Chalkwest and Collie Auto Tech brings new opportunities for local businesses, fleet
operators, and our community, while also providing convenient vehicle rental and transport solutions. Events like this
strengthen connections, showcase local expertise, and celebrate the entrepreneurial spirit that makes Collie such a
vibrant place to live and work."
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Sasacha Shepard, Chairperson of Collie CCl, said:

“We’re thrilled to see businesses coming together to create new opportunities for Collie. The partnership between
Budget-Chalkwest and Collie Auto Tech not only expands automotive services in our region but also demonstrates the
value of investing in our community. Initiatives like this strengthen local enterprise, support regional growth, and
provide practical solutions that benefit both businesses and residents alike."

This Business Connections event embodies CCCl’'s commitment to supporting local businesses and driving economic
development through community-led initiatives.

About Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCl) is a proactive organisation dedicated to promoting business
excellence, community growth, and economic prosperity in Collie. Through events like Business Connections, CCCI
supports local businesses and individuals, empowering them to thrive and contribute meaningfully to the
community.
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