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Business Connections: Government Support for Local Businesses — Collie Small Grants Program

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) recently hosted another successful Business Connections
networking event, bringing together local businesses, industry representatives, and community leaders to
strengthen connections, share information, and highlight current supports available to the region.

The evening was officially opened with a warm welcome to attendees and an acknowledgement of the importance
of coming together as a business community to connect, collaborate, and explore opportunities for growth.

Event Highlights
The event focused on strengthening local enterprise and supporting continued business growth across the Collie
region through connection, collaboration, and access to key support services.

Attendees were welcomed by the Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with acknowledgement of Chamber
Management Committee members in attendance, including Natalie Cook, Dee O’Brien, Tom Readon and Alecia
Swan.

The Chamber was also pleased to welcome Member for Collie-Preston, Jodie Hanns MLA, who hosted the evening
and officially opened proceedings. The Chamber thanked Ms Hanns for her ongoing support of the local business
community.

Program Overview
The evening featured presentations and updates on a range of programs and services supporting local business
development and regional growth.

Attendees heard about the Collie Futures Small Grant Program, including its role in supporting local businesses, job
creation, and economic diversification within the region.

Kelly Paul, representing the South West Development Commission (SWDC), provided an overview of the newly
designed Collie Futures Small Grant Program (CFSGP). This included a detailed outline of the program, through which
funding of up to $100,000 per project is available for initiatives that deliver economic and/or community benefit to
the Collie region as part of Collie’s Just Transition. The program is now open and will remain so while funds are
available.

Ms Paul also outlined key guidance for applicants, including what makes a project “grant ready,” key dos and don’ts,
and practical advice to strengthen applications. She emphasised that “you don’t need to be perfect, but you need to
be clear,” encouraging applicants to focus on clarity and purpose when preparing submissions.

For enquiries, applicants are encouraged to contact the SWDC Grants Team early in the process, who are available to
provide guidance and support.
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Alecia Swan, Owner of Partners and Safety, also delivered a brief presentation outlining her experience of the
process, sharing practical insights into her business journey and highlighting the importance of local support in
establishing and growing a successful enterprise.

Carly Crouch, IPS Business Advisory also presented on the range of business support services available to local
operators, including guidance on funding, business planning, and strategies for growth and improvement. IPS
continues to work closely with local businesses and provides regular one-on-one support through its presence at the
Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

These presentations highlighted a range of practical resources available to businesses looking to strengthen, expand,
or diversify their operations.

Quotes attributed to:

Member for Collie-Preston, Jodie Hanns MLA, said:

“The Cook Government has provided significant ongoing support for Collie as we work towards a Just Transition for
our community.

“There has been a significant investment in Collie already and work is well advanced to attract new industries and
diversify the local economy.

“The small business sector plays a critical role in this, and the Collie Futures Small Grant program is integral to
supporting new businesses to establish or supporting current businesses to expand and create new local jobs.

“As Chair of the Collie Futures Economic Advisory Group | look forward to supporting future business opportunities
that help Collie businesses to grow.”

Tara van Beuningen, CEO of Collie CCl, said:

“We’re pleased to continue delivering Business Connections events that bring local businesses together in a
meaningful way. While the information shared by our partners is valuable, the real strength of these events comes
from the connections made in the room. These conversations help build relationships, encourage collaboration, and
strengthen the resilience of our local business community. We thank everyone who attended for taking the time to be
part of the evening and contribute to its success.”

Natalie Cook, Secretary of Collie CCl, said:

“It was fantastic to see such a strong turnout and positive energy in the room. The level of engagement throughout
the evening reflects an active and connected business community that is keen to make the most of opportunities
available. We would also like to thank Member for Collie-Preston, Jodie Hanns MLA, for hosting the event and for her
ongoing support of the Collie business community. Thank you also to the South West Development Commission for
their support, and to Collie Ridge for providing the venue and catering for the evening.”

This Business Connections event embodies CCCl’s commitment to supporting local businesses and driving economic
development through community-led initiatives.

About Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI)

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) is a proactive organisation dedicated to promoting business
excellence, community growth, and economic prosperity in Collie. Through events like Business Connections, CCClI
supports local businesses and individuals, empowering them to thrive and contribute meaningfully to the
community.
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