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Business Connections Breakfast: Connecting Local Businesses with Workforce Opportunities Through Collie Job
Connect

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCl) recently hosted a Business Connections Breakfast, bringing
together local businesses, industry representatives, government representatives, and community stakeholders to
explore new opportunities for workforce development and learn how Collie Job Connect can support local
recruitment needs.

Hosted by Collie Job Connect at the Collie Jobs and Skills Centre, the event provided local businesses with the
opportunity to connect, learn, and discover practical tools to help attract and connect with local talent.

Event Highlights

The breakfast focused on strengthening connections between employers and job seekers across the Collie region,
highlighting the important role of accessible employment services, training pathways, and digital tools in supporting
a strong and sustainable workforce.

Attendees were welcomed by the Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry, with acknowledgement of the
important role that collaboration between local businesses, government, training providers, and community
organisations plays in supporting workforce development and the future growth of the region. Kathy Keay, Director,
Strategic Partnerships at South Regional TAFE WA, then provided an introduction to the event, highlighting the
importance of strong industry and training partnerships in creating pathways to employment and ensuring the
community is supported to meet evolving workforce needs.

The Chamber was pleased to welcome Member for Collie-Preston, Jodie Hanns MLA, who addressed attendees and
highlighted the importance of initiatives that support local employment opportunities, workforce development, and
economic diversification across the region.

Ms Hanns acknowledged Collie Job Connect as an example of an election commitment coming to fruition,
demonstrating the delivery of initiatives designed to support local businesses, connect job seekers with
opportunities, and strengthen the future workforce of the Collie region.

The Chamber also acknowledged the attendance of Shire President lan Miffling, recognising the Shire of Collie’s
ongoing commitment to supporting local businesses, community development, and initiatives that contribute to the
region’s future growth.

Program Overview

The event featured two live demonstrations of the Collie Job Connect website and app, showcasing how the
platform can assist local businesses with their recruitment needs and connect employers with job seekers across the
Collie region.

Collie Job Connect brings local jobs and training opportunities together in one place, providing users with access to
smart job matching, tailored alerts, and simple tools to refine preferences and identify suitable opportunities. The
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platform also provides the added convenience of app access, allowing job seekers to connect with opportunities
close to home.

Businesses were provided with practical guidance on using the platform, including how to post job vacancies, access
key features, and connect with potential employees. Attendees also had the opportunity to ask questions and
receive one-on-one support.

Supporting Local Workforce Growth

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry has a strong history of supporting local employment connections,
including through The Collie Hub, which provided a platform for local businesses and job seekers to access
employment opportunities.

CCCl supports the move to Collie Job Connect as a dedicated regional platform designed to further enhance
connections between employers and job seekers across the Collie region. By bringing local jobs and training
opportunities together in one place, Collie Job Connect provides businesses and job seekers with improved access to
workforce opportunities through smart job matching, tailored alerts, and convenient digital access.

The Collie Jobs and Skills Centre is a free, locally based service supporting the community through career advice,
links to training pathways, and access to employment opportunities including information on emerging sectors in the
region. Delivered through the State’s Jobs and Skills Centre network, the Centre provides practical support to
individuals and businesses by helping build skills, strengthen employment pathways, and respond to evolving
workforce needs.

Business Connections

The event provided an opportunity for local businesses to build relationships, share experiences, and explore how
Collie Job Connect can support workforce planning and recruitment now and into the future.

The strong engagement from attendees demonstrated the continued commitment of Collie businesses to finding
innovative solutions, strengthening local employment pathways, and supporting the ongoing growth of the regional
economy.

Quotes attributed to:

Sascha Shepherd, Chair of Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said:

“CCClI has always been committed to supporting initiatives that strengthen connections between local businesses, job
seekers, and the broader community. The move to Collie Job Connect provides an exciting opportunity to further
support local businesses and job seekers through a dedicated platform designed to connect workforce opportunities
across the Collie region. We are pleased to support Collie Job Connect and the opportunities it provides for businesses
to promote vacancies, access local talent, and contribute to building a strong and sustainable workforce.

It was fantastic to see local businesses engage with the platform, ask questions, and explore how this initiative can
support their recruitment needs now and into the future.”

Member for Collie-Preston, Jodie Hanns MLA, said:
“Local workers seeking local jobs will be connected to local companies seeking local workers through the Collie Job
Connect platform.
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It comes at a time when local workers have been impacted by job losses and this will provide the opportunity for
those workers to see what opportunities are available to them in real-time.

The Collie Job Connect platform will support local workers as we diversify our local economy, giving people the
chance to see new job opportunities as they become available."

South Regional TAFE WA / Collie Jobs and Skills Centre representative

Kathy Keay, Director Strategic Partnerships, said:

“It was incredibly rewarding to see the Collie Job Connect App in action and hear such positive feedback from local
employers. Many businesses in the room were eager to register and start using the App, recognising its potential to
connect them with local talent. The enthusiastic response highlights how Collie Job Connect will help strengthen
workforce connections, making it easier for local businesses and new industry to find the people they need right here
in Collie."

Tara van Beuningen, CEO of Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said:

“Business Connections events continue to provide an important opportunity for local businesses to come together,
learn about valuable initiatives, and build relationships that strengthen our business community. Finding and
retaining the right people is an ongoing focus for many businesses, and Collie Job Connect provides another valuable
tool to help employers connect with local talent and support workforce growth within our region. We thank Collie Job
Connect and the Collie Jobs and Skills Centre for hosting this event and for sharing practical information that will
assist businesses to access new opportunities and strengthen their workforce.”

This Business Connections Breakfast reflects CCCl’s ongoing commitment to creating opportunities for local
businesses to connect, access information, and engage with initiatives that support workforce development and
economic growth across the Collie region.

About Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCl)

The Collie Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCCI) is a proactive organisation dedicated to promoting business
excellence, community growth, and economic prosperity in Collie. Through events like Business Connections, CCCI
supports local businesses and individuals, empowering them to thrive and contribute meaningfully to the
community.

END
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